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To: 

Oliver Dowden MP 

Caroline Dinenage MP 

Eluned Morgan MS 

Dafydd Elis-Thomas MS 

Fiona Hyslop MSP 

Deirdre Hargey MLA 

Darren Henley, Arts Council England 

Nick Capaldi, Arts Council of Wales 

Gerwyn Evans, Creative Wales 

Iain Munro, Creative Scotland 

Roisín McDonough, Arts Council of Northern Ireland 17 July 2020 

Dear all, 

Comedy has a long history of being overlooked as an artform, having never received any public 

funding from the Department for Digital, Culture, Music, and Sport. Live comedy isn’t viewed as 

being equal to other art forms by funding bodies across the UK — the same funding bodies 

responsible for distributing this week's £1.57 billion support package. 

 
This is despite comedy being a grassroots creative industry, which is accessible and inclusive to 

all, no matter your income, where you live, or your sense of humour. Ticket prices are cheaper 

than almost any other artform, and comedy takes place in every nation and region of the 

country, in dedicated spaces but also in pubs, music venues, and theatres in every town and 

city. 

 
We believe that comedy is art and should be treated as such. As fans, audience members, and 

those who work in live comedy, we therefore ask: 

 
1. That Comedy is treated on a par with the rest of the performing arts sector by 

government and funding bodies, including being given the same access to the Cultural 

Rescue Package. 

2. For support to prevent job losses and a talent exodus from comedy, including an 

extension of the Job Retention Scheme and Self-Employment Income Support Scheme 

for the Performing Arts sector, and specific recognition and support of the self employed, 

freelancers and sole traders who are over 70% of our industry. 

3. For a clear timeline for reopening venues without social distancing. We recognise that 
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this will be conditional on scientific advice and review from public health bodies, but the 

industry needs a precisely dated roadmap to work towards. 

 
If the UK Governments do not act immediately and comprehensively to support the Live 

Comedy Industry, the sector will risk disappearing as an artform and cultural industry and the 

thousands of talented people, organisations and venues which make up the industry we love will 

face financial ruin. 

 
Signed, 

 
Live Comedy Association 
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Elaine Ratcliffe 

Rosi Stamp 

Dan Starkey 

Lee Connor 

Naomi Iqbal 

Colin Granger 

Sandhya Sreekumar 

Lisa Birchall 

Chris Kendall 

Emma Thompson 

Gemma Key Joanna 

Jackson Ian 

Shawcross Kevin Nott 

Jonathan Foy Dean 

Lees Alfred H Taylor 

Anna Taylor Lesley 

Doherty Lee Griffiths 

Nicole Van Chris 

Rogers Katrina Abatis 

Mary-Grace Brunker 

Gemma Donovan Ben 

Holmes 

Louisa De Jong Amy 

Goodchild Michael 

Schroeder Ann 

Schroeder Rachel 

Watson Jenny Wiley 

Simon James 

Mikkel Svinth Redgaard 

Danya Harris 

Paul Angus 

Colette Whitehouse Joe 

Tiltman 

Noreen Lane Julia 

Nesher David 

Gadsdon Stuart 

Giblin 

Stephanie Torrance Jo 

Wherry 

Sylvia Perkins Alfie 

Bell 

Stacey Kennedy Phill 

Sutton Alun Jones 

Melissa Fazal Leanne 

Allister Amanda Miller 

Phil Beard 

Nic Wass Lynda 
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Breen Adam 

Pattison 

John 

Stephenson Gill 

St Louis 

Karen 

O'rourke 

Gary 

Young 

Beth 

Jones 

Mark 

Day 

Oli Edmonds 

Natassja 

Dellemann 

Martin Quinn 

Mairi 

Roberts 

Rebecca 

Jones 

Keris 

Stainton 

Jackie 

Blake 

Alison 

Moran 

Emma 

Hunt 

James 

Varley 

Simon 

Thompson 

Colleen 

Beers 

James 

Kilvington 

Sophie 

Dutton 

Fiona 

Wilde 

Nik 

Bloomfield 

January Rees 

Sher Dacres 

Carly Mullen 

David Burke 

Bryony Lewis 

Alun Gillard 

Em Humble 

LA Cross 

Jamie Smith 

Eleanor Musgrove 

Peter Wilkin 

Michael George Skinner 

Orlaith Kelly 

Angela Hillan 

Chiara Magoni 

Alison Gough 

Christine Sneddon 

Paul Green 

Michael Ford 

Rhiannon Vivian 

Nicole Cheeseman 

Eleanor Skinner 

Susanna Glover 


